
Essential Public Health Services to Promote Health  
and Oral Health in the United States 

 
The 10 Essential Public Health Services provide the framework for many national programs, including the 
National Public Health Performance Standards Program, the PHAB National Voluntary Accreditation 
Program for health departments, and the Model Framework for Community Oral Health Programs. The 
corresponding 10 Essential Public Health Services to Promote Oral Health provide a framework for State 
Roles, Activities and Resources that comprise ASTDD’s Guidelines and for ASTDD’s State Oral Health 
Program Review process. 
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10 Essential PH Services to Promote  

Oral Health in the US
* 

Assessment 

1. Monitor health status to identify and solve 
community health problems 

Assessment 

1. Assess oral health status and implement an oral 
health surveillance system 

2. Diagnose and investigate health problems 
and health hazards in the community 

2. Analyze determinants of oral health and respond 
to health hazards in the community 

3. Inform, educate and empower people about 
health issues 

3. Assess public perceptions about oral health 
issues and educate/empower them to achieve and 
maintain optimal oral health**

 

Policy Development 

4. Mobilize community partnerships and action 
to identify and solve health problems 

Policy Development 

4. Mobilize community partners to leverage 
resources and advocate for/act on oral health issues 

5. Develop policies and plans that support 
individual and community health efforts  

5. Develop and implement policies and systematic 
plans that support state and community oral health 
efforts 

Assurance 

6. Enforce laws and regulations that protect 
health and ensure safety 

Assurance 

6. Review, educate about and enforce laws and 
regulations that promote oral health and ensure safe 
oral health practices 

7. Link people to needed personal health 
services and assure the provision of health 
care when otherwise unavailable  

7. Reduce barriers to care and assure utilization of 
personal and population-based oral health services  

8. Assure competent public and personal 
health care workforce 

8. Assure an adequate and competent public and 
private oral health workforce 

9. Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility and 
quality of personal and population-based 
health services 

9. Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility and quality of 
personal and population-based oral health 
promotion activities and oral health services 

10. Research for new insights and innovative 
solutions to health problems 

10. Conduct and review research for new insights 
and innovative solutions to oral health problems 

*Previously there were 14 services; they have now been updated and collapsed to 10.    
**This was originally listed under Assurance but was moved to correspond directly to the PH list. 

 

http://www.cdc.gov/od/ocphp/nphpsp/
http://www.phaboard.org/
http://www.phaboard.org/
http://www.aacdp.com/docs/Framework.pdf
http://www.astdd.org/index.php?template=sohprmanual.html
http://www.astdd.org/index.php?template=sohprmanual.html

