Appendix F: Categories and Principles Used to Guide State Oral Health Program Reviews Matched to ASTDD Essential Dental Public Health Services (2015)
Corresponding ASTDD Essential Dental Public Health Services to Promote Oral Health are in parentheses ( )

Infrastructure

1. In the state health department, there is a designated, functioning, core program which is responsible for providing leadership and coordination for oral health. (5.)

2. Staffing is adequate to conduct a statewide oral health program. (5.)

3. The oral health program takes action to obtain funding that is both adequate to support its core functions – data collection/analysis/dissemination, intervention design/implementation/evaluation, technical support and training, and public policy work – and commensurate with the nature and scope of the oral health needs in the state. (5.)

4. There is an established group or consultants who serve in an advisory capacity and participate in strategic planning and evaluation efforts. (5.) 

Data: Collection, Analysis, and Dissemination

5. Consistent with the ASTDD Guidelines for State and Territorial Oral Health Programs, the oral health program conducts surveillance of oral health problems and conditions. (1.)

6. The oral health program conducts oral health research to support effective program design and implementation. (2.)

7. The oral health program maintains specific data collection activities that support program development and reflect state and local priorities. (2.)

8. The oral health program collaborates with other agencies and groups to ensure the quality of their data, improve their utility for prevention purposes, and provide assistance in the development of data. (3.) 

9. The oral health program regularly monitors and reports disparities, e.g., prevalence of disease or access to care. (2.)

10. The oral health program analyzes and disseminates data in a useful format to relevant coalitions and partners, including other health department programs and all levels of government (state and local). (3.) 

Interventions: Design, Implementation, and Evaluation

11. The oral health program collaborates with internal and external stakeholders, reflective of the state’s diverse populations, to promote the development, implementation and evaluation of oral health promotion or disease/injury prevention interventions. (4.)

12. The oral health program’s efforts address a wide range of populations and diseases, issues and problems. (4.)

List of Principles Used to Guide State Reviews and Related ASTDD Essential Public Health Services, cont…

13. The selection and design of strategies are informed by needs assessments, asset assessments, and data on disparities in morbidity, mortality, and risk factors. (4., 7.)

14. The oral health program staff adopts effective or promising approaches and considers feasibility and acceptability when developing strategies and intervention plans. (3., 4.)

15. Attention is given to fitting oral health strategies and interventions into a culturally appropriate framework of norms, values, roles, and practices. (9.)

16. All oral disease and prevention strategies and interventions are designed to include multi-faceted evaluation and dissemination of evaluation findings. (10.)

17. Each oral health strategy or intervention utilizes a comprehensive, multi-level approach. (5.)

18. The state oral health program supports and monitors oral health activities at the local level. (3., 5.)

19. The oral health program identifies, selects and establishes collaborative agreements with agencies and individuals to implement oral disease prevention strategies and interventions. (3., 5.)

20. Progress in achieving the objectives of the state oral health plan or agenda is monitored by state oral health program staff. (5.)

Technical Support and Training

21. The oral health program staff has direct access to adequate information resources. (9.)

22. The oral health program staff participates in orientation sessions, training programs, on-the-job training/mentoring opportunities, continuing education and leadership opportunities. (8.)

23. The oral health program provides practical training at the basic and advanced levels to professionals (state and local), students, and the public. (9.)

24. The oral health program provides proactive and reactive technical support to requesting individuals or organizations. (8.) 

25. The oral health program integrates oral health and the public health approach into the training of other disciplines. (9.)

Public Policy

26. The oral health program has access to policymakers to achieve oral health program goals. (4.)

27. The oral health program staff generates and disseminates information on the effectiveness of existing state and local policies related to oral health. (6.)

28. The oral health program reviews proposed legislation that might impact oral health or dental public health. (6.)
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29. The oral health program collaborates with all appropriate partners, reflective of the state’s diverse populations, to promote policies, legislation, and regulations related to selected oral health issues. (5., 7.)

30. The oral health program participates in the process of policy development to support oral health. (5.)

