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ASTDD Roundup for July-October 2025 

By Bev Isman, RDH, MPH, ELS 

Organizational, Committee, and Consultant Subject Matter Expert Activities 

The purpose of this newsletter is to provide an informal brief summary of ASTDD activities to keep our 

members and partners aware of what we do on your behalf and to highlight resources. We also like to share 

more personal stories as ASTDD really is a family.  

ASTDD Leadership and National News 

Message from Christine Wood and Matt Zaborowski  

Words from Chris 

After much deliberation and in consultation with the Board of 

Directors (BOD), in October I made the decision to accelerate 

my “retirement” as Executive Director of ASTDD. ASTDD is at a 

crossroads, and I believe that this is an opportune time for our 

Association to embrace new leadership who can provide a 

fresh perspective as we navigate the current environment. 

Prior to making this decision, I asked Matt Zaborowski, who was brought on in July to assist me with special 

projects, if he would cover for me while I was on a three-week vacation in Asia. He demonstrated exemplary 

leadership, focus, and dedication during the three weeks he covered for me. When I let the BOD know of my 

decision, they met with Matt several times and ultimately offered him the position of Executive Director. Matt 

assumed the role of ASTDD Executive Director effective October 16, 2025. I will continue to serve ASTDD in a 

new role as a consultant with the title of Deputy Executive Director until December 2026. I very much 

appreciate the 16 years I have been able to serve as Executive Director and look forward to helping the 

Association out in whatever ways I can during the transition and in my new role. I would especially like to thank 

the Presidents who have supported me this past 16 years-- Peg Snow, Harry Goodman, Kimberlie Yineman, 

Greg McClure, Jason Rousch, Christine Farrell, Julia Wacloff, and Russ Dunkel, and all the numerous consultants 

and committee chairs who have made my job as Executive Director a true joy!    

As we begin this next chapter together, Matt's priority will be to maintain the spirit of collaboration, 

transparency, and shared purpose that ASTDD has had while preparing for the future. Over the next year, the 

Board and Matt will lead the development of a forward-thinking strategic plan focused on strengthening 

financial sustainability, supporting and protecting state and territorial oral health programs, and continuing 

our tradition of partnership, best practices, and innovation. Throughout this transition, Matt remains 

committed to listening, learning, and working alongside you.  

 



2 
 

Words from Matt 

As your new executive director, I am deeply honored to step into this role and continue building on the 

incredible legacy that Chris and so many others have shaped over the years. ASTDD’s mission and community 

mean a great deal to me, and I feel both humbled and energized by the opportunity to serve and support our 

members, consultants, and partners. I look forward to learning from all of you, working together to strengthen 

our collective impact, and ensuring that ASTDD remains a trusted and unifying voice for dental public health. 

Other News 

The ASTDD BOD met on July 14, August 11, September 8, and October 6. At each BOD session consultant 

summaries, partner organization updates, and BOD member updates are shared. ASTDD formed a workgroup 

to review the environmental scan of its members to determine future priorities for topics, activities, and 

resources so that additional funding can be pursued. The workgroup met and shared its initial findings at the 

September BOD meeting. The BOD also voted for Matt to interview the ASTDD consultants for their 

perspectives and then arrive at a summary of issues and next steps, which he has completed. 

As of the end of October, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Office of Head Start (OHS), 

and Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) invoices were still being honored, and our 

consultants and committees were still working. All year 01 funding from CDC was spent. New Notices of 

Awards for year 02 of CDC funding have been received. A new contract for the MCH Consortium for Oral 

Health (COH) work through June 30, 2026 was received, and a six-month extension through March for the 

National Center on Health, Behavioral Health, and Safety (NCHBHS) for Head Start work was received through 

Georgetown University and the National Maternal and Child Oral Health Resource Center (OHRC). During the 

government shutdown, some NCHBHS presentations and COH activities were interrupted but CDC-funded 

ASTDD activities continued as much as possible. 

The Wisconsin Dental Association (WDA) Board of Trustees awarded Dr. Russ 

Dunkel, current ASTDD President, the 2025 WDA Dental Excellence Award in the 

category of Award of Honor. The award recognizes individuals and organizations 

for contributions and activities that reflect great credit on the dental profession. 

Dr. Dunkel will accept the award during the WDA President’s Gala on Friday, 

November 14. Dr. Dunkel also was one of 30 national stakeholders in public 

health invited to attend the upcoming symposium, "Implementation of Evidence-

Informed Oral Health Guidelines: Building a Coalition for Action," to be held this 

November in Philadelphia. This symposium marks the official launch of a national 

coalition aimed at leveraging opportunities for and addressing barriers to the 

implementation of living, evidence-informed oral health guidelines across diverse health systems and 

communities in the United States. 

Members of the ASTDD leadership held a call with Natalia Chalmers from the Centers for Medicaid and 

Medicare Services (CMS) on September 2. Dr. Chalmers shared several links to CMS reports and proposed 

rules. Links were shared via the Weekly Digest. In the future, ASTDD will no longer have quarterly meetings 
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with Dr. Chalmers as she is resigning her position as Chief Dental Officer with CMS and moving on to new 

endeavors. She has elevated oral health within Medicaid, CHIP, the Marketplace, and Medicare and advanced 

the quality of person-centered care. We will miss her. 

 

Plans are well underway for the 2026 National Oral Health Conference in Oklahoma City, the 27th joint 

meeting of ASTDD and the American Association of Public Health Dentistry (AAPHD). Applications for abstract 

submissions have now closed and the Planning Committee is meeting to select presentations. Event 

registration opens mid-December. It should be an excitig meeting! 

Peer and Member Support Program (PSP) 

Kimberlie Payne reported 23 new ASTDD associate members in the past four 

months. She planned on meeting with several National Network for Oral Health 

Access (NNOHA) attendees at their annual conference in November to orient 

them to ASTDD and encourage them to join. Lori Cofano held mentoring 

orientation calls with Barry Chang (NH), Abriana Smith (AZ), Lonni Starcevich 

(MT), and Maya Mascarenaz (NM). A PSP discussion group call was held on August 13. Dr. Clifford Lisman from 

NJ presented “Overview of Medicaid: Surviving and Thriving in the Medicaid World.” Dr. Lisman provided a 

brief overview of Medicaid changes since 1965, NJ changes, and a comparison of Medicaid vs. commercial 

insurance plans. An in-depth presentation on the services that must be provided under EPSDT was shared. In 

Dr. Lisman’s private practice he required his staff to complete a caries risk assessment for various age groups 

as a form of documentation of services. He highlighted the importance of accurate charting and billing.  

 

Fluorides Committee (FC) 

In collaboration with the CDC-funded states, on August 21 the Fluorides Committee sponsored a webinar, 

which also served as a Community of Practice (CoP) meeting, "The Lifecycle of an Oral Health Data 

Dashboard." Presenters were Sandy Sutton (MI), Alia Katabi (Arcora Foundation in WA), Star Sawicki (OH), 

Nicole Payonk (PA Coalition), and Skylar Capriola (WI). Of the 150 people who preregistered, about 82 

attended. Initial feedback was very positive, and a follow-up webinar is likely. 

The three abstracts Judy Feinstein submitted for consideration at the NOHC were all accepted: (1) a Weekend 

Workshop to be presented by Matt Jacob and Melissa Burroughs (CareQuest), using a 2025 CareQuest 

Institute survey on attitudes toward fluoridation as a basis for “rebooting” messaging; (2) a tour of a 

fluoridated water utility in Oklahoma City; and (3) a “Fluoridation Update” using the slot previously reserved 

for CDC, at which models, techniques and strategies for managing and improving state community water 

fluoridation (CWF) activities and initiatives will be briefly presented through the experiences of three states 

(CO, MO and KY). Judy Feinstein’s role in these sessions will be as co-facilitator, coordinator, and moderator 

respectively.  
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Judy was a presenter at the New York State Oral Health Coalition’s Annual Meeting on October 16, working 

with NY dental director Dionne Richardson in a session titled “Policy Shifts in Community Water Fluoridation – 

What’s Happening and What We Can Do to Respond.” The meeting was held virtually. Following the meeting, 

Judy provided an annotated resource list for the Coalition’s webpage; the list will be added to the Fluorides 

and Fluoridation webpage and updated at intervals.  Check the Weekly Digest for when new resources are 

posted on the webpage. 

Judy was contacted by the coordinator of the national Funders Oral Health Policy Group about participating at 

their fall meeting (virtual) in a panel presentation titled "Current Topics in Oral Health" on November 17. She 

will focus on the national picture for CWF. 

Communication Committee (CC) and Social Media Workgroup 

 On behalf of ASTDD’s Social Media Workgroup, consultant Matt 

Jacob and Heather Beavers, chair of the workgroup, provided 

technical assistance (TA) to the Iowa Office of Oral Health. The 

objective of this TA was to enhance the impact of the Facebook 

account for Iowa’s I-Smile Dental Home Initiative. A key objective for social media users is to spur engagement 

— when people who see a message are moved to share, comment on, or “like” it.  Receiving “likes” is not only 

a good way to gauge support or solidarity, social media experts report that Facebook and other platforms give 

greater exposure to a post as it receives more “likes.”   Basically, “likes” are one of the best analytics to assess 

the impact of a social media account. Iowa’s I-Smile account on Facebook was already performing well, but 

the Iowa team took some new approaches during our TA process that raised the account’s level of 

engagement. When ASTDD’s TA with Iowa began, the average number of “likes” per I-Smile post was 9.2.  Four 

months later, the I-Smile account improved this metric to 10.0. Congratulations to the Iowa team for the time 

and savvy it has devoted to its social media outreach. Matt J. and Heather will continue to provide social 

media technical assistance (TA) to the Iowa state oral health program through 2025.  

Matt J. also performed an analysis of oral health stakeholders in eight states that operate a Facebook account, 

revealing that messages accompanied with an organic photo/video receive higher rates of “likes” than 

photos/videos that are sourced from stock websites (e.g., Shutterstock, Getty Images, Adobe Stock). Organic 

photos/videos are taken by oral health advocates and convey more authenticity.  

 

Matt Jacob and Julia Wacloff, , ASTDD Immediate past President and former dental director in AZ, co-

presented a 30-minute Spotlight session, “Using BSS Infographics to Drive Oral Health Action,” on July 15 to 

100 people, which offered an orientation on creating and disseminating infographics as a way to enhance oral 

health policies or practices. On August 19 Mindy Wells (IA) presented “Tell Me… Without Telling Me: Silent 

Videos That Speak Volumes About Oral Health” to more than 70 participants. The Communications Committee 

met on September 17 and discussed future offerings.  The Communications Community of Practice (CCoP) will 

be a more extensive interaction in December on data visualization to discuss the resources or tools states 

would find helpful to demonstrate the value of the state’s oral health program. Chris Farrell, state oral health 

director in MI, will begin the meeting by sharing the resources and approach she took to show the crucial 

impact her program was having. ASTDD assists state oral health directors in communicating the importance of 

their programs in a clear and compelling way. 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?b7hZ1c8pB-dZ22eQfsFSb3pT2pWvrjjV_LdjEAjU1JoGNH4FRFsWYfKiOALm7ROSKvXtbCuEp3v3Ewg0o2eOQrsvMWyqWw78eRsxshV1zE_HP1GkAKctdizgCIIG5mwR6uP-MiQmBC2eYSj1ka1XcxVSAWzOL3NAYiEN1yFRyVzo~
https://url.emailprotection.link/?b7hZ1c8pB-dZ22eQfsFSb3pT2pWvrjjV_LdjEAjU1JoFm8_FhHod_n_M-fRV_V7XHu7xCp_nn9Sq_cgsIy0fzn1Ir4W_tqb7cB26Y-_f_SI9SuPJNjcGG2_LWxZyYttdhhPHrx0ZrjnGDTJdcKyLWF1BHiIPb9H-DIaoQyy-gYzA~
https://url.emailprotection.link/?b7hZ1c8pB-dZ22eQfsFSb3pT2pWvrjjV_LdjEAjU1JoFm8_FhHod_n_M-fRV_V7XHu7xCp_nn9Sq_cgsIy0fzn1Ir4W_tqb7cB26Y-_f_SI9SuPJNjcGG2_LWxZyYttdhhPHrx0ZrjnGDTJdcKyLWF1BHiIPb9H-DIaoQyy-gYzA~
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During the past few months Grace Linn has created several resources for 

ASTDD and has become an additional Communication consultant for ASTDD, 

particularly for her design and formatting skills. See many of these materials 

in the ASTDD 2025 resources link. In October she finalized a State Oral Health 

Programs Toolkit and presented on a webinar along with Robin Miller, 

ASTDD President Elect from VT, about the toolkit. Most recently she served 

as Director of Communications at the American Institute of Dental Public 

Health (AIDPH). Before that, she was Director of Communication and 

Marketing for the Oral Health Progress and Equity Network (OPEN). Grace 

holds a master’s degree in adult and continuing education and certification in biomedical communications. 

During her career, Grace has partnered with local, state, and national public health agencies and nonprofit 

organizations to design and implement social marketing campaigns that improve communities and enhance 

lives. Her work has addressed oral health, smoking cessation, cancer prevention and screening, disaster 

preparedness, healthy schools, and youth risk behavior reduction. She has developed a wide range of 

communication materials, including strategic plans, social media campaigns, logos, brochures, annual reports, 

policy briefs, newsletters, websites, presentations, trade show displays, advertisements, training programs, 

toolkits, and branded materials.  

Dental Public Health Policy Committee (DPHPC) 

 

The Policy Committee reviewed the summary Judy Feinstein prepared of the American Dental Association’s 

(ADA) House of Delegates proposed resolutions. She identified eight of possible interest to ASTDD, 

including several specific to fluorides and fluoridation. The latter were briefly reviewed by the Fluorides 

Committee at their meeting on October 1; they agreed that ASTDD should send testimony indicating 

support. Another resolution proposed several recommendations for ADA that could challenge advances 

and practices in public health dentistry; this one was discussed at length by the Committee and the 

testimony for that resolution was prepared with input from several BOD members. Committee Chair 

McAllister Castelaz called attention to another resolution dealing with anesthesia in pediatric procedures. 

Judy drafted testimony for the nine resolutions, which were forwarded to the BOD for approval and then 

submitted to the ADA. BOD and DPHPC member Debony Hughes attended the ADA meeting and 

represented ASTDD as her schedule permitted.  

Judy continued to work on revising ASTDD’s policy statement on Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) and oral 

cancer, collating comments from Committee members; she is forwarding a compiled version to Christina 

Demopoulos (UNLV), the primary writer of the 2017 paper to finalize the changes in November or December. 

In September, ASTDD Policy Committee Chair McAllister Castelaz, was 

inducted into the USA Section of the International College of Dentists (ICD). 

The ICD is the preeminent honor society of the world’s outstanding dentists 

involved in “Serving Others.” The ICD is dedicated to the recognition of 

outstanding professional achievement, meritorious service, and continued 

progress in the profession of dentistry for the benefit of all humankind. In 

addition, Dr. Castelaz also won the Warren LeMay Oral Health Champion 

https://www.astdd.org/2025-astdd-documents-publications-webinar-recordings-toolkits/
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Award. Each year Wisconsin coalition members submit nominations of individuals or organizations that they 

felt exemplify the coalition’s mission of working to create meaningful change to improve oral health and 

access to care in Wisconsin. This award has been named after Dr. Warren LeMay. Dr. LeMay served as 

Wisconsin’s chief dental officer for 21 years and held numerous leadership positions with ASTDD. With his 

many years of service to improve Wisconsin’s oral health, the coalition decided to bestow the award with his 

name to honor his efforts. Her nominator noted, “Dr. Castelaz led the recent Mission of Mercy event in 

Weston, WI, an extraordinary undertaking that brought together countless volunteers and partners to deliver 

dental care to nearly 800 individuals over just two days. Her leadership and dedication to public health are 

truly admirable, particularly her ongoing efforts to increase access to care for underserved populations. In 

addition to her hands-on work, Dr. Castelaz is a driving force behind expanding telehealth services, helping 

bring essential dental care to urban and remote areas alike. Despite being early in her career, she has already 

accomplished more than many do in a lifetime—her list of achievements is truly too long to capture in a single 

note. She is a tireless advocate for those who often go unseen and unheard, and her compassion, vision, and 

commitment continue to inspire more people than she likely realizes.” 

Best Practices Committee (BPC)  

 

The BPC has functioned primarily through emails and Dropbox for the past few months. Lori Cofano presented 

a Spotlight on “A Strategic Framework for Improving Perinatal Oral Health” on September 4; the Perinatal Oral 

Health Best Practice Approach Report is on the ASTDD website. A Perinatal Oral Health BPAR session abstract 

was submitted for NOHC 2026 with Steve Geiermann, Matt Crespin, and Lori Cofano as presenters. 

Healthy Aging Committee (HAC) 

 

The HAC submitted an abstract for weekend workshop at the NOHC, “Using a Structured Advocacy Framework 

to Inform and Educate Decision-makers.” The workshop will guide participants through how to use the 

Advocacy Guidebook that is currently under development. The HAC met on August 14 and provided input on 

the “storybooking” template that will be used in the Advocacy Guidebook. The Guidebook will be posted to 

the ASTDD website in December and Lori will present on it during a Spotlight webinar in Decenber. 

 

 School and Adolescent Oral Health Committee (SAOHC) and Dental 

Sealant Subject Matter Expert 

 

Lori Cofano and Sandy Tesch responded to numerous TA requests. Sandy 

monitored the dental sealant group listserv dealing with messages such 

as examples of school consent forms and accessing Federal Research and 

Statistics Survey (FRSS) data from the National Center for Education 

Statistics (NCES) website. Sandy also planned and facilitated the July 10 dental sealants CoP session with Sarah 

Stream from the Association for Dental Safety (ADS) who updated sealant coordinators on ADS Boot Camp, 

the Infection Control Assessment and Response (ICAR) Assessment, and the new ASK A-D-S interactive 

platform. Ashley Quakenbush gave a presentation on how the new AI assistant platform will work.  During the 

SAOHC meeting on August 7, Dr. Shillpa Naavaal and Dr. Christine Scherrer presented the results of their 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?b7hZ1c8pB-dZ22eQfsFSb3pT2pWvrjjV_LdjEAjU1JoFAGLgryIBKfbMMbyoGbQAjaNmF85USa7pVWW4o2pJue4z76psz8Xi6QHtpTnXfImD5kW9sZVFETJk6XD7hMNpFURxjcTbrNKGEz2sSxLFF6eis9fDHjwTm3NjuO2UnVyQ~
https://www.astdd.org/best-practice-approach-inquiry?i=11
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survey on the impact of increasing second molar sealants.  Lori and Sandy also helped review the CDC-funded 

state case studies reported under the Evaluation activities. 

 

Evaluation Activities 

The ASTDD Emory evaluators, Kristin Giordano and Maggie 

Pustinger, with other Emory staff and interns, worked with ASTDD 

consultants these past few months on multiple projects. They analyzed and shared the results of the ASTDD 

environmental scan with Matt Zaborowski, coordinated CoP survey dissemination and analyzed and shared 

the survey results, and collect and analyze the ASTDD CDC-funded consultant monthly reports of activities and 

state contacts. They also reviewed, organized, analyzed, and finalized information collected from states and 

consultants needed for a partnership analysis report and case studies for our CDC deliverables. States selected 

for case studies were Iowa, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin based on information they submitted. 

The case studies of state successes highlight evidence-based preventive dental services (sealant programs) and 

infection prevention and control activities and will be discussed during a webinar in January. States shared 

their interactions with their state partners and a Partnership Analysis Report was submitted as an internal 

document to CDC. They also reviewed and provided additional data for the Component 1 and Component 3 

Annual Evaluation Progress Reports that Bev Isman drafted and submitted to CDC. What a busy time! 

Data and Oral Health Surveillance/Diabetes Medical-Dental Integration (MDI) Technical Assistance 

and Training 

 

Kathy Phipps provided Basic Screening Survey (BSS) TA to New Jersey and Oregon. She also created 

instructions for states to obtain data from the National Center for Education Statistics. Brooke Mehner 

provided BSS TA to Nebraska, finalizing the sample design for their Older Adult survey; provided TA and 

selected 3rd grade replacement schools for Georgia; selected replacement schools for an older adult survey in 

Arkansas; and completed the 3rd grade BSS sample and provided TA for the pregnant BSS, older adult BSS, and 

adolescent BSS for New Jersey. She continued to update information in the National Oral Health Surveillance 

System (NOHSS). 

 

Barb Park prepared individualized emails to introduce state oral health program staff to state diabetes 

program staff and their respective Diabetes Self Management Education and Support (DSMES) contacts to 

facilitate the conversation about how they can promote the Year 1 data briefs required by CDC to diabetes 

partners in their funded states. The 4th Data and Surveillance CoP was held on August 29 with about 30 people. 

Volunteers from MD and WI shared draft data briefs and obtained feedback; many states indicated they were 

only ¼ to ½ way through the process of drafting briefs in their states. An example of the ASTDD 

communication template was also shared to help guide states in their outreach to diverse partners. Barb also 

responded to an inquiry from Iowa about other states that may be analyzing Medicaid data and an inquiry 

from Michigan regarding a request for social media support for Diabetes Awareness Month in November. She 

reached out to Matt Jacob who developed some social media materials that were also sent to the CDC funded 

states. 

 

https://www.astdd.org/docs/advancing-oral-health-cdc-0048-success-stories.pdf
https://www.astdd.org/docs/communication-plan-template-for-a-goal-specific-project-or-document-and-year-at-a-glance-template-april-2018.docx
https://www.astdd.org/docs/communication-plan-template-for-a-goal-specific-project-or-document-and-year-at-a-glance-template-april-2018.docx
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Kathy Phipps has relinquished some of her activities related to BSS TA to a new ASTDD consultant who will be 

providing states with BSS calibration training, although Kathy is still performing data, surveillance and BSS 

activities. Kelly Braun, RDH, MSDH, is an experienced program manager with expertise in medical-dental 

integration, rural health clinics, dental hygiene education and organization 

management. A Public Health Dental Hygiene Practitioner, Kelly currently serves as the 

Rural Primary Care and Integration Coordinator at the Pennsylvania Office of Rural 

Health. Additionally, she serves as the Executive Director of the American Board of 

Dental Public Health. Kelly holds an A.S. and a B.S. in Dental Hygiene (BSDH) from the 

Pennsylvania College of Technology. She obtained an M.S. in Dental Hygiene (MSDH), 

with an emphasis on education, from the University of Bridgeport in 2013. Kelly 

completed the National Rural Health Association’s Fellows program in 2021. Kelly looks 

forward to supporting states as they conduct the BSS. 

 

Consortium for Oral Health (COH)  

Maternal and Child Health Bureau–Funded Oral Health Learning Collaboratives 

ASTDD consultants, including Harry Goodman, Reg Louie, and Kimberlie Payne provide significant TA to 

support the learning collaboratives. During government shutdowns or furloughs many activities that required 

federal MCH approval such as webinars could not be conducted.  

Building State Capacity for Integration (BSCI) 

In January 2025, COH kicked off the BSCI learning collaborative (LC). The LC includes five state oral health 

programs—Idaho, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, and West Virginia. The 16-month LC focuses on 

enhancing state capacity to integrate oral health care and prenatal care at the systems level. Each state oral 

health program has engaged partners including state agencies, managed care organizations, nonprofits, and 

coalitions, to participate in project activities. 

On July 15, 2025, COH held a webinar that included state team presentations about successes related to their 

action plans, an activity, or an asset unique to their state. Participants engaged in breakout discussions to 

reflect on and discuss the team presentations. In August 2025, COH convened coaching calls with each state 

team to explore ideas for enhancing LC events and to discuss teams’ progress, including successes and 

challenges, related to their project action plans. 

COH anticipates a second BSCI LC cohort from October 2026 through January 2028. A call for applications will 

be released in spring 2026 and announced via e-mail to ASTDD members and via OHRC’s monthly e-

newsletter. 

Maternal and Child Health–Improving Oral Health Integration (MCH-IOHI) 

COH supports the MCH-IOHI LC, comprising eight projects in seven states: Colorado, Connecticut, Montana, 

New York, South Carolina, Texas, and Wisconsin, and one jurisdiction: Puerto Rico. The LC focuses on 

advancing the integration of preventive oral health care (POHC) into primary care to make POHC more 

accessible to children, adolescents, and pregnant women who are at risk for poor oral health. Projects are 
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implementing a two-tier, state-level and local-level improvement approach that addresses three core 

functions: (1) policy and practice; (2) education and outreach; and (3) data, analysis, and evaluation. 

COH convened a project webinar on July 9, 2025. The webinar focused on projects’ knowledge gaps analyses 

of state organizational oral health literacy. It also focused on how projects are collecting data from their 

primary care sites and helping the sites visualize and use the data to monitor progress and make 

improvements. In addition, COH convened a workgroup meeting (virtually) on August 21, 2025, to discuss 

projects’ progress on activities focused on state oral health surveillance enhancement. Since most of the 

projects are developing and/or enhancing state oral health surveillance dashboards, projects were encouraged 

to attend ASTDD’s webinar, The Lifecycle of an Oral Health Data Dashboard. 

ASTDD consultant Kathy Phipps also authored Maternal and Child Health—Improving Oral Health Integration 

(MCH-IOHI): Environmental Scan Chartbook 2025 with OHRC staff through the IOHI. The report summarizes 

Scope of Practice, Medicaid Billing and Reimbursement, Dental Hygienists, Dental Therapists, Community 

Health Workers, Teledentistry, and Other Information about the funded states. 

National Center on Health, Behavioral Health, and Safety (NCHBHS) 

 

The Dental Hygienist Liaison (DHL) Project has had a busy summer and 

early fall! ASTDD co-leads Gina Sharps and Kathy Hunt held their annual in-

person meeting with regional DHL Coordinators in Chicago in August. This 

is a valuable opportunity to strengthen relationships, review the past 

year’s activities, evaluate our impact, and plan for the year ahead. The 

NCHBHS OHRC also convened an Oral Health Advisory Workgroup in 

August where insightful discussions helped us tackle current challenges 

and, even more importantly, identify new opportunities to advance oral 

health within Head Start programming. 

 

In October, Gina Sharps and Kathy Hunt attended the American Dental 

Hygienists’ Association (ADHA) meeting in Long Beach, CA and staffed an 

NCHBHS booth. The DHL Project is also excited to announce the launch of 

a new webpage on the ADHA website! Happy Smiles for Little Teeth is a 

toolkit created in partnership with ADHA to support dental hygienists who 

want to collaborate with early childhood programs such as Head Start in 

their local communities. The site offers practical ideas for connecting with 

early childhood programs, understanding their unique needs, and 

providing the right tools and resources to help meet them. The goal is to 

expand the network of oral health professionals who share vital oral health 

information, build community partnerships, and ensure more young 

children are connected to the care they need. 

Activities this quarter also included: 

• Lead consultants provided administrative and technical assistance to Regional DHL Coordinators. 

https://mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/MCH-IOHI-environmental-scan-chartbook.pdf
https://mchoralhealth.org/PDFs/MCH-IOHI-environmental-scan-chartbook.pdf
https://www.adha.org/get-involved/serve-beyond-adha/dental-hygienists-in-early-childhood-communities/
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• Regional DHL coordinators (RDHLC) provided mentorship to state DHLs in their region and served as a 

contact for regional Head Start staff. 

• Consultants conducted the 2025 DHL annual assessment and provided a report to NCHBHS staff. 

• Since the government shutdown, DHLs have not been able to present to Head Start staff or families as 

all presentation slides must be reviewed and approved by the Office of Head Start. 

At this point in their lives Kathy and Gina have decided to step down as the ASTDD NCHBHS lead consultants 

and focus more of their energy on their other professional and personal activities. We would like to honor 

Kathy and Gina for their years of extraordinary service, their significant contributions, and being the heartbeat 

of the DHL project. Serving brilliantly, they didn’t just manage the project—they built a community. They gave 

us their expertise, leadership, guidance, and mentorship, but most of all, their 

friendship. Drawing from their foundation as public health experts, state DHLs, and 

regional DHL coordinators, they led with unique strength. We want to thank them 

for identifying and mentoring Carla Bassett as the next DHL project lead consultant. 

Carla has two decades of oral health leadership experience in state and local 

programs for Mississippi, bringing extensive expertise and a deep commitment to 

advancing oral health for Head Start families. We welcome Carla to this new role; 

she also will continue to function as the RDHLC for Regions IV and VI for Head Start 

as well as the MS DHL until the end of our contract extension. 

 

U.S. Territories and Freely Associated States 

The 2026 NOHC roundtable, Enhancing Access to Critically Needed Oral Health Care Through FV and SDF-A 

Case Study: Republic of the Marshall Islands, will be presented by Flora Nathan with assistance from ASTDD 

consultants Reg Louie and Ohnmar Tut. We are assisting the NCH-IOHI funded project in Puerto Rico to 

explore implementing a “pilot” project with the University of Puerto Rico Dental School and a local Head Start 

program to provide fluoride varnish and silver diamine fluoride (SDF) to their children and to refer those in 

need of follow-up care to local community health center partners. We will seek feedback on the pilot project 

from key partners and oral health professionals and students, prepare an evaluation report, and submit the 

report to the consortium. We are providing TA to states/jurisdictions that selected an oral health related NPM 

for FY’25 based on available resources. This includes planning the follow-up SDF/FV training in June 2026 for 

the RMI, which will focus on pregnant women and new mothers; and exploring replicating SDF training 

elsewhere in the Pacific Islands (USAPI) e.g., Chuuk or Yap (Federated States of Micronesia).  

 

Signing Off 

My first issue of Roundup covered March, April and May 2019 after ASTDD discontinued its Oral Health 

Matters quarterly newsletter. The content and focus have been different from the Weekly Digest 

announcements. I have thoroughly enjoyed collecting and sharing activities of the ASTDD BOD, consultants, 

committees, other members, and partners during the past few years. It truly has felt like a family letter. As 

ASTDD is in the process of many transitions, its communication strategies will also be changing. This will most 

likely be my last issue of Roundup but I look forward to any new ways of communicating this important 
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information to you. And just to let you know, referencing the Roundup graphic of herding cats, I have 

successfully rounded up and turned my 12-year-old cat Sophie into a lap cat!! 

 Bev 


